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Fellow-Citizsns : 

You will please view me not as an intruder upon the insti- 
tutions of my government — not as an impostor upon the well 
organized Democratic Party of America, but as a Barrister 
for civil and religious liberties; an advocate for the advance- 
ment cf civilization and order and acting in the great cause 
of carrying out the true intent and extending the great basis 
of the American Confederacy. 

I am proud to meet you on the present occasion. It may 
be said that my claims upon the people are not sufficient to 
justify me in attempting to arouse the Southern heart, and 
Americans, generally in behalf of a redress of our grievances. 
I have been told that should I keep on making speeches in 
such a case that my reputation miglit ha placed in jeopardy, 
that my ^name would be used &s a foot ball for the play of the 
political gamblers of the times. 

Sirs, the frothy slimes from the fault finder, and the hissei! 
and sneers from the jealous minded tricksters fall upon my 
ears like unto the feathers from a Sea Gull, upon an ocean 
wave, 

I feel enthusiastic upon the present' occasion ; while I feel 
under many obligations for the advice of my friends, I beg 
leave to differ with them, and boldly assert that nothing caa 
be wrought upon my mind to place an erabarg . upon my 
tongue save that of death, and an accomplishment of a '^re- 
dress" of our grievances. 

The great fathers of our institutions left and bequeathed 
unto us, the American citizens, the golden model, the right of 
each and every citizen ^o speak when it comes to his time to 
speak. 

And under such privileges when any citizen feels himself 
aggrieved by hasty and unwarrantable Legislation upon the 
part of the General Government, also that of Foreign powers 



then and in such cases it behoves him, and it is his time to 
speak. 

I say it is time for all Texians to speak: they should bo 
aroused to the duty they owe to thoir country, the duty they 
owe themselves, the duty they owe lo their God and man. 

Appearing before you this evening as the representative of 
my own interest, the defender of right, the proclairaer and 
condemner of all wrongs and impositions hurled upon the 
institutions of my government, I humbly call for the attention 
of the people, and hope they may weigh in the great balances 
of justice and right my cause, and beg them to bear with 
patience and listen to the appeals of an unworthy Texian. 

Hove life, I love friendship, I love peace and harmony with 
all nations of the earth, but I love my country's cause. 

Ever since we dispensed with our Nationality, the people 
of Texas have been subject to all the party issues, all the 
national questions that have agitated the great mind of the 
American heart. 

Such seemed strange indeed to many citizens of the old star 
goTornment, old ])ioneeis of a Si^uth-western clime. They 
had been engaged for several years, tor the protection of their 
families and property struggling for freedom, for civil and re- 
ligious liberties. 

But allow me to say we have been placed under the guidance 
and protection of the great shaft of liberty, the most glorious 
chart ever presented to man, the Constitution of the United 
StatcF. 

And eviden- ly can the world witness that we as Texians, and 
as American citizens, have spared no pains on our part in 
standing up side by side with thotdeienders of man's golden 
fabric, v;hen any question was presented calculated to cripple 
the true spirit of its genius. 

For the last fiCteen years, we have been increasing in our 
population, our strength, prosperity and reputation at an enor- 
mous rate. 

Such has been the language of our y)rominent statesmen 
for our edification and welfare, that Texas is destined to become 
the great empire State of the sunny South. 

VVithout casting reflection upon our condition the situaticji 
we are placed in, it doth undoubtedly seem to many that v,o 
have all that is necessary ; that all's well and sets lair for our 
unlimited progression. 



We find the old, the young, the fair, greeting with joy the 
proud boast of a Texa^ citizen. A goodly portion of our 
State seems to he in a prosperous condition. 

In many places where the wild savage was aUowed to roam 
and traverse our plains, brandishing the Tomahawk and Scalp- 
ing hnife, gormandizing in human blood, how changed ! what 
a contrast ! 

Now we find institutions of learning and religion presenting 
a great breast of civilization and wealth. No doubt it appears 
to thousands that we occupy a more enviable position than 
that of any other State in the Union. 

But sirs, notwithstanding we have apparently ample pro- 
tection for our defence against the common enemy ; notwith- 
standing we have been relieved of our public embarrassments, 
our surplus subject to, and is applied to our internal advance- 
ments ; which will enhance our value, strengthen the arm of 
energy and industry, and finally, cast into the channel of pro- 
gression the great staft' of improvement and wealth. 

Yes sirs, notwithstanding all this there seems something left 
yet to be done of great magnitude and importance to the people 
of much loved Texas. 

My allusions are, and my subject is to introduce some plan 
for the safety of our slave property of Texas, for the protection 
of Southern interests. Also the wants of an extradition treaty 
between the United States and that of Mexico for the purpose 
of reclaiming criminals for capital offences and crimes when 
demanded. 

Taking a retrospective view of what has been done by the 
General Grovernment for the protection and benefit of the peo- 
ple of those States lying adjiicent to tho&e non-slaveholding 
States of the North, find that the .General Government has 
done allon her part for the security and protection of the slave 
holder in his property, his individual and sovereign rights. In 
spite, sirs, of all the perjured hounds of fanaticism in Con- 
gress of the United States of America, the great protector- 
ate — the fugitive slave law was passed. 

Upon this question we find,a great many professed Statesmen 
of the present day exercising a dereliction of duty they owe to 
the Constitution', and for the common good of the General Gov- 
ernment, exercising a dereliction ot duty they owe to man, 
attempting to rob the dead of the well known cherished laurels, 
trampling upon the graves of our forefathers — their deeds-— 
their actions. 



On the othrrliand, we find the Constitutional Icving States- 
men, both North and South, rallvingfor man in protecting him 
in his sovereign and individual rights, indorsing the fundamental 
principles of the Constitution itself. 

With untiring and steadfast zeal they breasted the storm of 
Abolition intrigue and the filthy slangs of Fanaticisms ; stood 
there, sirs, within the walls of the Capitol of the American 
Republic like unto model Arches or pillars of American insti-^ 
tutions. 

Well did they consider the sovereign rights of each and 
every State in the Union. Well did they consider that each 
State forms a portion of the compact that holds together the 
formation of the wliolc Confederacy, and that no State or 
States had any p)vv.'-r delegated by the G-eneral Government to 
' infringe or transi^rcss upon the ri«:chts of anv sister State in the 
Union. 

Well did they c ousider that, if protection was not granted 
to man in protecting him in his property guaranteed to him 
by the Constitution ; laid down by the great fathers of our 
institution;^, promulgated and endorsed by the national con- 
servative Statesmen, a dissfdation of the Union would evident- 
ly follow. This groit Cjnstitulional Party is now in the 
ascendency, anl in power. And it is to this Constitutional 
loving, Union saving party and Statesmen that I condescend 
to make this appeal ; make known publicly the grievances, 
the disadvantages the p(ople of Texas are laboring under. 

We have elected tli^ i>rosent in(;umb3nt, the Executive of 
tha General Government, Jamas Buchanan, with the view of 
assisting in guarding, and protecting the Constitutional rights 
of all sections of the compact. 

The party that elected, him are responsible to Texas, for a 
redress of our grievances. Now let us S3e upon what princi- 
ples we elected him, and the party that elected him advocated 
and endorsed. 

We find him, previous to his election, pleading, time after 
time, for the Southern cause He stated, in a speech in 1854 
upon the subject of slavery, that ?• self preservation is the first 
law of nature." *' Surrounded by these circumstances," said 
Mr. Buchanan, " I took my stand upon this question, from 
which I have never departed. 

**Under the Constitution the Southern States have rights 
guaranteed to them, and these rights I have determined to 
maintain, come weal, come woe. The constitutional rights of 



the South under the constitutional c<niipact are as ranch enti- 
tled to protection as those oi!jany other portion of the Union." 

Let us hold in remeraborarfce thosv^ sayings of old Buck, the 
present President of the United States. He, sirs, was not only 
in favor of protecting the people in their pri>porty trom the 
hellish schemes of abolitionism wirhin the bounds of the 
United States, but has always urged tha necessity as a nation, 
the great law of self preservation, Ahicli is binding upon indi- 
viduals as well as nations. 

Also to refute and put down by pov/cr, if nec^essary, all at 
tempts of foreign powers thwarting upon the institutions and 
liberties of the American Republic-., the ])ui.sonous fangs of 
cruelty, robbery and destruction. ^ 

As an evidence, we find hini in 182o, wlicn the well known 
Island of Cuba was threatened by Mv xico anil (Joluaibia with 
seizure and abolitionism, hurling his voice against the policy 
of allowing any nation, except Spain under whose dominion it 
would remain harmless, to hike charge of that Island, that 
no other nation should invade* aiul revolutionize that section of 
the earth. 

For, said he, before I would see that Island revolutionized 
by Mexico and Columbia, recalling the dreadful scenes of St. 
Domingo to our view, which \v<>^^ Id endanger the tranquility 
and peace of the Southern States, I would for my own {)art 
buckle on my knapsack and march in company tvith my friend 
from Massachusetts in defence of the Southern man's cause. 
And it is to him, and under his administration ami to his party 
that elected him, that you, Texians. should, withcmt delay, 
appeal for a redress of our grievances. For it is him the Big 
Captain that bears our flag inscribed thereon. Liberty, Jus- 
tice, Protection to the oppressed and the nggrie\(d. 

I claim sirs, that Texas people are already in danger under 
fiimilar grievances. 

Was it not understood from the intelligence of the times, 
that in 1856 and '57, there were great hopes, and thorough^ 
well concocted schemes and plans laid, high handed projects 
used by other nations across the great waters for the purpose 
of compelling Mexico to yield up her institutions to the usur- 
pation of foreign powers ? * 

Vessels of war were fitted out, have been plying upon tlia 
shores of Mexico/ also within gunshot of American FreemezL 
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Mexico continually at war witl^in lier own borders and her 
own people, rocking to and fro, incapable, apparently, of self 
governnjent. 

Santa Anna is to be placed in power. Bargain and intrigue 
is no doubt in contemplation between foreign powers, and that 
self styled Napoleon of the West — the w^arlike tyrant of Mexi- 
co, the black murderer of American sons. 

What would all this load to, so soon as Mexico yields up 
her provinces to any nation of note, across the mighty deep? 
And this government under the American Flag, suffer such 
to take place without resentment ; so soon will the American 
people both North and South, suffer a dart of wretched poison 
^o be thrown into the miii^htv heart of American institutions. 

It is well known, fellow-citizens, that the present compact of 
American institutions is at the present time working upon the 
pivots of a diseased dilemma. 

Our Northern Brethren have grown wild and mad upon the 
question of slavery, grappling after and trying to destroy the 
living vitals of the Conslitutian — that chart and chain that 
ve held us together ever since the days of Washington. 

Now as this fact is presented to tho world that the American 
Union is upon the evo of a dissolution ; that the great home 
for travelers is virtually divided within itself, knowing at the 
same time the Northern portion of continent is already under 
the power of the mighty and strong. It would be very danger- 
ous indeed to our liberties, for foreign governments to spread 
their Monarchical proclivities or forms of government upon 
another foot of the American continent. 

Sirs, the American Statesmen have kept up a zealous and 
watchful eye upon the movements of the old British Lion, 
ever since the days of a freeman's declaration. No doubt with 
great profit in time of annexation of Texas. 

And should that mighty animal attempt to, or put his grasp- 
ing paw upon another foot of the American continent, I, for 
one, would be willing to kneel down in humble and ardent 
prayer, and if it should be necessary, the fair daughters of 
American freemen would send up iheir supplications and 
prayers, that the mighty spirit of Washington may re-visit 
God's Ccirth and utter a call for the American Eagle to unfurl 
her golden pinions, dart furiously from her place of repose, 
place her claws about his shaggy main, and jerk him beneath 
the dignity of all the beasis that roam the plains. 
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Hence yau sec the groat lavr of self prescrvai Ion is striking 
at our hearts with wc^nderful and jK)\verful appeals. 

Look toyonr interest beft>re i^ is too late, and this self-pres- 
ervation President, find the j)arty that elected him cannot 
hesitate, and savethcir own di^^nitv, hut ^rant what is nee- 
essary tor our ])rotection and our prosperity. 

When the people of any Stale in this "Union are not pro- 
tected as they should he, having reference to foreign aggres- 
sion, it is their indispensajile duty to ajjijeal to the General 
Government for a redress of grievances, wh(.se duty I hold it 
is to grant what is ncjcessary for the advancement and protec- 
tion of all sections of the compact. 

And if forsooth the General Government fails to grant pro- 
tection under the true principles of justice and the constitution, 
and a])plication has heen legally ujade, then sirs, it behooves 
such people so aggrieved, and especially Jexians, who went into 
the Union with the sole calculation of receiving protection tor 
our property, our lives, our civil and religious liberties, such 
people alluded to ask the polite liberty of withdrawing from 
the Union that the peojde so agcrrieved could adopt their own 
mode of redress ; if it should be necessary to wage war, yes 
war to the cannon's mouth, upon those that will not succumb 
and do what is right in acting in olxdienee to the established 
laws of the land, and compel by power a rcdr(\ss of our griev- 
ances and wrongs. 

How, sirs, is Texas presented in this particular. By accident, 
as it were, we occupy a different position from that of any 
other State in the Union, lying adjacent to the Government of 
Mexico, whose people have been and seem yet to remain 
enemi(^ to our institutions. • 

•It is well known to von all under the existinix state of affairs 
that Texians' liv^s lire in jeopardy every day of their exist- 
ence; even the mother and suckling infant are subject to the 
murderous hand of the absconding slave, and probablj^ under 
the direction of the black white man of the North. Negro 
insurrections have been attempted time after time, within the 
borders of your State. 

In 1856, in the section of the Colorado settlements, there 
was a concocted plan which was very remarkable; an attempted 
negro insurrection on hand ; some two months previous to its 
detection, two or three hundre.l able-bodied slaves held in 
secret conclave this murderous plan : 
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Their aim wi.s M -xi • », kAV all bifore lliein save tho 
youri^ ladies. Great God, what will W" c(Uiio to. When I 
contemplate the avarii'ii (i< sclieuics of Mexico in presenting a 
new law and coiHriturion to.> on^m-^ooiis for Te.xians to bear, 
I cann )t hut help at times of feeling ashamed iu claiming 
myself a Texian, wh') wiih mmv others marched to the battle 
field under the 8far Spati^^led B irmer in 1846, for the security 
and safety of Texians, for the advancement of the ^Southern 
cause. ' • 

This new coristituii>n of Mexico points out that the peopio 
of till* Governnient shall and will «:^ive protection to all slaves 
tiiat mlgrafe U> their country, and will not tree.t with any 
nation for their delivi rv. 

Here is a jdan laid, a riddle^ to solve, a lesson lor Texians to 
learn. 

Wt-, by annexation, con^}>el]ea Mexi.o to acknowledge our 
independi nee ; th -y, in turn, presented this new constitution 
to rob U8 of our property and aj)ply \i to their own use. 

So you see that our neigh bv>rs, if we may dare to cAl them 
8uch, are doing all they can to injure the Texian's cause ; 
striving to break (h»wn our slave institutions bv holdint' the 
false banner of liherty to our slaves. Yes, «as false as hell, 
itself; consequently they are adding to their slave institutions 
by enticing and inviting our slaves to migrate to their country 
where nine-tenths oi thiui become slaves under the pecmlawt* 
and institutions. 

1 do not blanje the poor m.in of Mexico, the peon, the slave, 
the man that is in bouilaire. tor this constitution. They, I 
presume, had nothing to di» with it; and if they did, they are 
only to be ])itied; they have nevor had a chance to do better ; 
they have been ke[>t in iguor.iUv^e and in bondage, they have 
been bound down to one ndigion. 

Thev have never d ank irom tliv3 mi<»;htv ocean of civil and 
religious libcrti(^s; tliey have b'cn kept as slaves lor the 
wealthy and the lt;arned, the Priest hood. 

It is the aristocracy, the ri«:h men of Mexico, the law-maker 
that I blame, and hoM to an account for this im])Osition. 

Texians, cimsider well, nncl com])are your condition to that 
of other rit;ites in th.^ Union. Yes, Texians, we are not [)ro- 
tected as we should be. 1\ e present fugitive slave law will 
not act for Texians. The present fugitive slave law will not 
act in foreign Governments in obtaining our rights and our 
property. 
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My G(k1, for one j^ood shake from tLe grave of Jackson, end 
a j^roan from his nji«:hty heart, to he uttered and htaid and 
eehoed through hill and dak^ inttll sections, and where Amer- 
ican freemen are allowed to roaiii, impress and j'lant into their 
bosoms and hearts at this time, the policy of taking the 
responsibility. 

In 18f)3 the Legislature of the State of Texas jjassed reso- 
lutions reqiiestingonr Rs'prese ntativesand Senat^'rs in Congress 
to do all in their power to bring about a new treaty, rispecting 
runaway slaves. 

Was there anytliing di'ue, or could there b*' anything done 
in this CISC, or was there anything attemjMcd to be dine? — 
Pierce, in his message, made use of some allusions as though 
tliat there should be a liew treaty with Mexico, but lie said 
that the affairs of that Government were unstable, and in an 
unsettled condition; consequently we would have to wait until 
they got their atfairs among themselves, and their quarrrels 
settled. Well, Texiaus, 1 think waiting time is nearly at an 
end. 

James Buchanan, I think, is as good a Southern man as 
Pierce. But he said nothing as I can recollect, about our 
grievances; probably they have never been i)laced before him. 
Well, I hope to be able shortly to warm up the (>ld Col. U})on 
the subject. If you all will higu a petition, I think we can, 
warm the wax in the ears of a good ujany now in Congress 

Now before I forget, 1 hav<' a word or two to say abiait some 
of the proceedings of our last lA'gislature. My allusions are 
directed to an act passed incurring tlie reclamation of fugitive 
skives beyond the limits of the Uuited States. 

While I entertain great confidence in the wisdc/m of our 
Texas Statesmen, I cv>nscientiuUsly ])roclaim that they in 
attempting to j»rotect us in our slave ])roperty of Texat* , they, 
the memb;.*rs of our Ljglshitive body, have made the matter 
worse: 

What is the substance of this act ? That any person or 
persons capturing or causing t!ie capture of any slave or slaves, 
who may have jt'scaped beyond the limits of the slave territory 
of the United States, and who shall deliver such slave or slaves 
to the Sheriff of Travis county, shall be entitled to receive 
from the Treasury of the State, thirty-three and cnie-third pe^r 
cent on the value of such slave or slaves. 

Now sirs, I will have it, the Governor himself who signed 
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the bill, and after re-considcrrftion ho is bound to ackno\Yk'dge 
he did \vron<i^, tliey all did wroiiir — all hands and the cook. 

Why, sirs, this is the grtjdtes*'- inducement for rascality I 
have ever known enacted intrt a law by any hiwmaker whose 
whole interest w;is the |)eo})le's interest, as well as their own 
individual interest. 

It is an inducement fi)r every nepjro thief in the United 
States, to come to Texas, ves and roam Texas over from one 
Bide to the other, divide oif 'in companies, and parties at one 
post on the other side in Mexico the other post in Texas, invi- 
tinij the slave to follow him, and go to the land of promise 
under the false banner of abolitionism ; the other party on the 
other side of the Rio Grande sittin:^ there capturing and bring- 
ing back to get the thirty-three and one-third per cent, one- 
third of his value. 

This IS a better speculation than Bank suspensions. 

This is not what I wanted. T wanted our State Srovernment 
to knock at the door of the American Congress, and ask her to 
compel Mexico to give up otir property, even if it should be 
war to the cannon's mouth, and it tliv3 law makers for the 
General Government would not open the door, then immidi- 
ately ask a withdrawal, so that we could knock at our own 
door. 

If the General Government nfuse our withdrawal, we will 
knock, regardless of any law or the consequences. Great God, 
you cannot keep the young Texian back much longer. 

I will now call your attention to the wants of an extradition 
treaty between this government and that of Mexico for the 
purpose of reclaiming our criminals when demanded. 

Behold what a picture with regard to society is presented to 
view in many portions of our State. 

Towns and inland cities that have been settled upwards of 
a hundred years are continually haunted and visited by high 
handed and highlanded pirates and robbers, frequently taking the 
law into their own hands, breaking through the iron bars of 
our western prisons, turning loose the savage criminal again 
upon the public. 

This has been the case in San Antonio, and other places; 
and the citizens were compelled to rise in mass, and use arbi- 
trary means as the only alfornative for the purpose of giving 
protection to civilization and order. 

Commit crimes this side of the Eio Grande, flee to the other 
side ; there is no law to get them back ; commit crimes on the' 
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other side; flee to this side: no laxy to send them from our midst. 

Is it not strange that there is existing a treaty between this 
' Government an J that of Great Britain «^nd France, and there 
is no extradition law between tliis Government and that of 
Mexico, when in fact we had that Government under our con- 
trol in 1847, and could have compelled her to have treated upon 
what was necessary for Texians' good and for the good- of the 
general government. 

Ponder well the reason why you have no w^ay to get your 
criminals from Mexico. Do they* our lawmakers, consider 
Mexico should be kept in reserve as an asylumforall the mean 
drugs of the United States, for all thieves, counterfeiters, high- 
waymen, robbers, murderers or place of refugd for criminals of 
the deepest dye ? 

Sirs, the citizens of DeWitt county have recently been 
taui;ht a very severe lesson uj)on this ]^art of our grievanc 3S. 

Yi)u have to mourn the loss of three valiant and worthy young 
men, William G. York, Tlios. Porter, and young Dally. They 
were murdered and robbed in cold blood while in pursuit of 
runaway slaves belonging to young Porter's brother. 

The relatives of the unfortunate vouni]^ men learnin-LT and 
gaining information of the criminals' whereabouts, went to the 
Alcalde on the other side, anddenjanded the criminals: tinding 
they could not get them, in and through the Alc.ilde there 
beini:: no extradition law b(-tween the two Governments; conse- 
quentlv thev could do nothing; more in the matter. 

This circumstance seems to ])ass our worthy Legislative 
body like unto that of a morning's breeze. The Legislature 
was not a stranger to the sad occurrence. The case speaks for 
itself 

Now in conclusion, I point out to you my j)Osition. Free 
Governments being founded upon princi])le8 of distrust and 
jealousy, relative to the resistive power and righ ts of the sovereign 
and independent peo]de of any section, constitutes the funda- 
mental principles ol' Rejmblican Govenmjent. The Executive 
and heads of power are restrained in their actions within certain 
specified stipulations, implied in sacred compact respecting 
alike the affection of each and every sovereign community or 
sec^^^ion. All are to be protected alike in the security of their 
property as well as all questions pertaining to or connected with 
the ])eople of the Government. 

We have the sovereign and invaluable right to memorialize 
the American Congress, and ask a redress of our grievances. 



14 

Let us examine anJ see whether or not the constitution and 
form of government renders it obligatory u{)on the General 
Government, to protect and defend us in our private rights not 
only at home but ahroad. When we find property other than 
slaves protected hv the American Flag in ports of Foreign 
Nations, why then js it that pifoperty in African slaves cannot 
receive the same protection as that in goods and chattels. I 
am one of those who believe that property is property, and 
that property in goods or chattels needs no more protection at 
home or abroad, than property in African slaves, as I have 
bef )re contended that the Alligator of the one is the Crock- 
odile of the other. If we protect the one, the sovereign 
rights of the south demand we should protect the other. 

I claim to be a States vitrhts man, a Texas rights man, one 
wlio is now in favor, and willing to ask through petition fortli- 
with to Congress for a redress v)f our grievances. And the 
heads of power are bound by the most solemn and sacred ties 
to save the dignity and integrity of the nation^ and to grant 
relief to a divstressed people. 

But shouhl the mighty Congress <»f the xVmerican Repuldic 
refuse, or pass our claim unnoticed, then ask to withdraw. 
Withdraw ? yes, withdraw, and revert to the nation 
before annexation. Let the hue and cry 1h^ among the people to 
arms, ye Texians brave, m)uat the war h >rsj and olf to Mox» 
ico again. 

Tarn I > )'e th j Peon institutions, declare and proclaim from 
every quarter that n)thing shall exist as slavery upon the 
continent of An)eiica but that of the African race. 

Keep U{) the storm, conquer or die, and at last plant the 
old Texians' flag upon the uppermost heights of the Capitol of 
Mexico. 

Let tlie Lone Star with its five )>oints be exhibited to all 
around there to rest with her brightening light, for the inspec- 
tion of Santa Anna and his followers. 



The fore<roin(]c is a sueech delivered in the town of Clinton, 
Texas, on the 22d day of March, 1858, by H. McBride Pkid- 
GEN, and in compliance with a card of invitation was sent to 
the Stale Gazette for publication. There being a heavy charge 
of public printing on hand, it was proposed by the editor to 
publish the speech m pamphlet form, and disiribute according 
to instrnctions. 






THE STATE OF TEXAS, 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Iteprefien^ativeSy now 
in Congress assembled^ at^ Washiiujtony United States of 
America, 

Whereas, In tho course of luiman events it becomes necessary 
for the security, peace, h?>|){)iness anil prosperity of the 
people of each and every State and Territory within the 
bounds of the United 8tatfs of America, under the Con- 
siitution and under the pnncij)h^s of justice and rioht. 

And Whereas, wlien any jieojile <if ai y State or Tcriitory 
iM*h)ni>ini; to the Unito<l States, feidinjj^thc^niselves aggrieved 
by hasty and unwarrantable Legislation on the part of the 
General (iovernnient, and by the mischievous designs and 
avaricious schemes and yjlanslaid by foici;.'n powers to break 
down the insiitutioiis of the United States, ^^r any ])ortion 
thereof, which won hi endanger the ]5roperty, peaces and tran- 
quility of any section or sections of people in the Union ; 
then it becomes the in lisjiensable duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to protect her citizen^ in the full enjoyment and 
security of their property aiiil lives, and thtir institutions in 
]»eace and quietness. 

T'lttrvforey We, as obedient and lav/ abidjug citizi Tis of the 
State of Texas, and of the United States of America, do res- 
])ectfully and prayerfully repnsenr, unto \onr Honorable body, 
that a new Constitution, framcnl by the ))eo|»le of the govern- 
ment of Mexico, setting? forth rliat tiiey, the peojlc oi'*that 
governfnent, will give and grant proectiou to all slav(s that 
migrate to their coimtry, and will wot tnat wiihany nation for 
their delivery. 

That such constitution is intend mI throngh spite and 
ftvaric;% aiming at an indirect roW»cry of th<» slave i)ro})erty of 
T^xas. 

And by so doing, have alrca<ly endangend not only the 
j)roperty of Texas, but hav(^ caused the lives 'if our own citizens, 
even the mother and suckling infant to be placed in jeopardy, 
causing attempted negro insurrections, also many crimes and 
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misilemcanors committed by divers of tibsconding slaves, which 
are continually attcmptinnj and mig^atinti; to Mexico. 

That by presenting such Constitution, they have placed upon 
the shoulders of the people of Toxas a great grievance, insult- 
ing to the institutions and national honor, dignity and interests 
of the whole confederacy. 

We furthermore respectfully represent and show that the 
people of Texas are in very much need of an extradition law, 
for the purpose of obtaining ni^d reclaiming criminals for 
capital oflfences, &c., when demanded. 

And as such, we most sincerely and prayerfully ask of your 
honorable body, through our Senators and Eepresentatives, a 
redress of the said grievances; forthwith, without delay ; and 
finally. ask of your honorable body to force upon Mexico a 
treaty for the re 'limition of fugitive slaves belonging to 
citizens of Texas or the United States. Also an extradition 
law between the two govt'rnments. 

Even if it sliould be necessary to wage war to the can- 
non's mouth. 

And your petitioner-;, 'as in duty b)und, will ever pray, &3. 

March 24, a. d. 1858. 

The above ])etiti >n, or m^Mii >rial, was drawn up by H. Mc- 
Bride* Prid<2:cn, and siorned by some five hundred Texian 
Subscribers. It was i.ent to the care and presentation of James 
Pinckney Henderson, then United States Senator, (a few days 
previous to his death,) 
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